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REVIEWS NORTHWEST SITUATICN;
BEGIN RECLAMATICN IN SIRKIANG

P'ENG TE-HJAI REPORTS ON NORTHWEST CONDITINNS ~~- Aum-ch'iao Jih-pao, 17-18 Jan 50

The {ollowing report on the military, political, financial, and econcmic
conditisns ~¢ the Northwest was recently made by P'eng Te-huai, Chairmar of the
Northwest M%._ tary and Political Council, before the fifth sesslon of the Cen-
tral Peopiz’s roveramsnt Council,

Military

Mil:itary s...2sses in the Northwest exceeded the highest expactutions.
Since 13 ~.1y .G4D vhen our forces occupied Hsi-an in Shensl Province, ve were
able to Iiberate 2]l flve Northwest provinces within a 6-month perlod.

The rrovgaui=ation of the former KMT trocps in the Pamir mountein range in
Sinkiang iuto the Iweaty-second Army Group of the Pecple’s Liberation Army is
progressing smoothiy. This group is to be made wp of the Ninth Army and the Tth
and 8th cavalry Divisions and will be commanded by Ganersl T'sc Chih-yueh {Ueda:
12686, 3172, 23521, fermer KMT geperal who defected to the Communists with Gover-
nor EBurkan.

"he Sinkieng People's Army which was formed during the KMT regime by dia-
gident groups whe urp-sed imperialism and KMT rule bhas been reorganized into the
Fifth Army of the People's Liberation Army. This army is now cooperating with
our Firs® aray Group in carrying out dutles threoughcut Sinkiang. .

Bafere Lhe KMT reactlonarles retreated, they carefully orgenized guerrills
units througheat “lie area to carry out subversive activities. Although more than
£0,00¢ of whis: bandits have been ceptured already, 1t is estimated that there are
stiil some 10,000 cperating in the Forthwest. Operatlons are now being conducted
against these guerriilas, and it is expected that they will be completely annihi-
lated ty Marsh ~r April cf this yeur.
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In complisnce with the cell of May Tse.tung ¢ r all militury personnel *.
c.cperate In the production movement, plans cre 70w briag made {7 “he Marthwest
to mobilize all misltary personnel to assist in incre asing prolaction, T Sin-
xieng alone, wore than 200,000 acres of wastelard v{Il he reclsimad by th
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TROCTS GTAPT RECLAMATION PROJECTS -- Won<kui iac, & Jan 50 "
- B Ti-huz, L Jaguary (NCNA) -- Om2 unfderadifled dlvlsicn of the ™ s Arny
Group, Feorle's Liberation Army (PLA), commensed by ~hang Chung-han (e la;

: 3005, 200, 6703), has formulated a plan to ~e~imin it 758 acres o barren
P ! land 1n Yen-ch'i (Kara Shahr) and Ho-cting al+. Ty slden of fhe Iai-‘e He .
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: Commander Chang has already sterted cuz +:
i Yen-ch'{, «(*u-erti-lo (Korla), Wel-11, and i~
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